UK JUDGE SPEAKS OUT 
AS GYPSIES FACE MASS 
EVICTIONS THIS SUMMER 

Thousands of Gypsies face eviction 
in the UK this summer as local councils 
ignore government pleas to provide 
legal places to live for Britain's 
nomadic minorities. 

A furore over an illegal caravan park 
near the home of government minister 
Tess Jowell has caused The SUN 
newspaper to claim Gypsies are 
exploiting the Human Rights Act to 
set up unauthorised homes. 

But Gypsy spokeman Tom Brazil 
says he has lost one home already and 
been moved on countless times by 
police. He says they are using the 
notorious Section 61 of the Criminal 
Justice Act to outlaw the Gypsy way of 
life. 

"We can’t travel any more," Brazil 
commented. "And they won't let us 
settle either. Planning permission is 
always refused." 

According to government figures 
more than 200 million euro have been 
spent on anti-Gypsy by measures by 
local councils since 2000. Yet new 
housing laws requiring them to set 
aside land for the travelling families 
is being brushed aside or challenged 
in the courts. 


Also named in the complaints are plant 
firms which have lent their cranes, bulldozers 
and low-loaders to Constant for this work. 

One such company, H.E.Services, as already 
withdrawn, calling the destruction of homes 
senseless and brutal. 

A high judge recently viewed film showing 
a pregnant mother being thrown to the ground 
during an eviction by Constant bailiffs. He 
questioned whether the use of these bailiffs 
was appropriate and said he was minded 
to call for a re-think of this policy. 

Basildon District Council employed 
Constant to bulldoze homes at Hovefields, 
Wickford. But while still vowing to evict 
a hundred families from nearby Dale 
Farm, says it is not going to use Constant 
for this major operation. 

"Most likely we'll call in an expert to 
advice on procedure," said a council 
spokesperson. "Full consideration will 
be given to safety." 

The Dale Farm Housing Association 
says its members fear a child could be 
killed if force is used. It will excercise its 
right to view risk assessment reports 
by Basildon and refer them to government 
health and safety regulators. 


Hitting back at this situation, Gypsy 
groups are compiling a complaint against 
the private securityy firms engaged by 
local authorities for eviction operations. 

They claim Constant & Co., a specialist 
in this field, frequently ignores health and 
safety regulations. 

"Heavy machinery is brought in regardless 
of the danger to small children," says Gypsy 
Council member Richard Sheridan. "We 
want the licences taken away from bailiffs 
who endanger lives and needlessly destroy 
property." 
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